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the former Soviet Union. Scores of 3 or less were
recorded in Romania, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan,
Russia, Ukraine and Azerbaijan.

The Corruption Perception Index, which was first
launched in 1995, is a poll of polls, drawing on
14 surveys from seven independent institutions.
The surveys reflect the perceptions of business
people, academics and country analysts.
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While the index scores of most leading industri-
alised countries are quite high, the index focuses
on corruption involving public officials. It does not
reflect secret payments to finance political cam-
paigns, the complicity of banks in money launder-
ing or bribery by multinational companies. In 2002
Transparency International aims to publish a new
Bribe Payers Index focusing on the propensity of
western firms to use bribes in emerging market
economies.
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